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ALICE in Hawai‘i: 
2022 Facts and Figures 

Kaua‘i County at a Glance 
 

Percentage of ALICE  
Households 

 

 
41%  

of households  
are below the ALICE Threshold 

 
34% 

of households  
are “just getting by” 

or “finding it difficult to get by 

  

Balancing Spending with Income  
 

 

Methods Used by Households  
in Last 12 Months to Cover Expenses  

when Spending Exceeded Income 
 

74%   Used savings 
51%   Used credit cards 
58%   Reduced expenses 
44%   Worked extra hours or took another job 
41%   Sold items for cash 
44%   Loan from friends / family 
46%   Overdrew checking account 
39%   Loan from financial institution 

  
  

Covering Expenses in Time of Crisis  
 

23%  
of households could cover costs  

for two months or less 

Household Debt 
 

62%  have some debt 
17%  have more debt than they feel is manageable 
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BELOW THE ALICE THRESHOLD (Continued)

When considering those in our communitities who are struggling most, it is important to note not all groups are  
impacted equally. For instance, we see that there are significant disparities by county and ethnicity, in particular.  
Hawai‘i households below the ALICE Threshold are more common in neighbor island counties than they are in  
Honolulu County. Those who identify as Native Hawaiian, Filipino and of other ethnicities are more likely to be  
ALICE or living below the Federal Poverty line. 

STATE OF 
HAWAI‘I

ABOVE 
ALICE

ALICE

POVERTY

HONOLULU 
COUNTY

HAWAI‘I  
COUNTY

MAUI 
 COUNTY

KAUA‘I  
COUNTY

56% 59% 49% 48% 54%

29% 27% 34% 36% 32%

15% 14% 18% 16% 14%

CAUCASIAN

ABOVE 
ALICE

ALICE

POVERTY

JAPANESE NATIVE 
HAWAIIAN

FILIPINO OTHER 
ETHNICITIES

64% 66% 40% 41% 54%

26% 25%

33% 40% 31%

10% 9% 27% 19% 15%

Percentage of ALICE  
Households by County

Percentage of ALICE  
Households by Ethnicity
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WHO IS BELOW THE ALICE THRESHOLD?
While there are people of all ages, races, and ethnicities struggling in every community, specific groups face 
disproportionate impacts that increase the likelihood that a household is below the ALICE Threshold. 

To have children 
in the household:

 54%
of households with  

children are below the 
ALICE Threshold.

To live in 
larger households:

 65%
of households with 3  

or more occupants are  
below the ALICE Threshold. 

To be Native Hawaiian 
or Filipino:

A majority of Native  
Hawaiian (60%) and  

Filipino (59%) residents 
fall below the ALICE 

Threshold.

To have lower levels of 
educational attainment:

 65%
of respondents without a 
college degree are below 

the ALICE Threshold.

To struggle with paying 
for basic household expenses:

 46%
of households below the  

ALICE Threshold are unable to  
pay all of their bills on time.

To have insufficient  
income:

 84%
have combined annual household 

income of less than $75,000,  
well below the median income of 

$87,722 as reported by the  
Census Bureau for 2020. 

To be working, but with  
inconsistent work opportunities:

 62%
have members of the household  

who work full time

 30%
work part-time

 29%
are paid hourly 

Employment Status 

 Works part-time Is a full-time student

 Is paid hourly Is a homemaker

 Works hours that vary Is disabled – unable to work

 Is unemployed Works multiple jobs

Specifically, households below the ALICE Threshold are more likely… 

Households below the ALICE Threshold are significantly more likely  
to have a member of the household who: 
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Importance of Credit Score  
 

69%  
know their credit 

score  

15%  
rate their credit 
score “fair” or 

“poor” 
 

If you had an unexpected emergency  
that costs $400, how would you pay  

for this expense? 
 

64%   Use cash or money in checking/savings account 
33%   Credit card/pay next statement 
15%   Credit card/pay over time 
16%   Borrow from family/friends 
  8%   Sell something for cash 
  3%    Wouldn’t be able to pay for this expense right now 

  
  
  

The Effect of the COVID-19 Pandemic 
 

EXPERIENCED 
DURING THE 

PANDEMIC 

 STILL A CHALLENGE 
AT THE TIME OF THE 
SURVEY 

36% 
Serious health condition, physical 

disability, or medical issue other than 
COVID-19 

25% 

27% Mental health issues 23% 

19% Difficulty paying off debts  17% 

23% Difficulty paying household expenses 15% 

47% Member of the household getting 
COVID-19 15% 

14% Difficulty providing enough food for 
the household  12% 

27% Reduction of hours / wages  9% 

19% Loss of job  6% 

11% Getting health care or medication 
needed to due to cost 6% 

7% Challenges related to childcare  3% 

13% Challenges related to education 
and/or remote learning  3% 

 

 
 
 

For more information on ALICE in Hawai‘i: 2022 Facts and Figures and to view the full report, visit 
https://www.auw.org/alice-initiative. 


