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A BRIEF HISTORY 

AUW becomes one of first 12 partner 
states to join United for ALICE 
national movement

2016

AUW commissions first Hawaii ALICE 
study

2017

AUW ALICE Fund is established

2018

10 nonprofit partners launch collective 
impact with a total $2.7M over 3 
years.
ALICE movement gains traction 
Statewide

2019

Covid19 ALICE Study shows new 
trends.
ALICE partners pivot from collective 
impact model to covid19 responses.

2020

Community education series, strategic 
planning narrows focus to financial 
stability & affordable housing
ALICE Covid-19 Special Report on 
Pandemic Divide
Sweeping legislative victories.

2021

AUW & HCF partnership established
2022 ALICE Financial Health Study

Impact funding to 17 nonprofit 
partners to re-launch collective 
impact with a total $5.1M over 3 
years

2022



Why now?

• U.S. Census Bureauʻs 2020 American Community Survey (ACS) 
a key source for ALICE data was interrupted by the pandemic.

• The need for current data to inform our work
• Understand the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic more 

clearly

Methodology

• 2,391 surveys were completed between July and September 
2022 by Anthology Research Group

• Connects changes in resident responses to questions from the 
2019 Hawaiʻi Financial Health Pulse Survey

• Questions were developed with cooperation from both 
the Financial Health Network and United for ALICE 
Research Group



Key Terms
Household Survival Budget/ALICE Threshold: The bare-minimum costs of basic 
necessities (housing, childcare, food, transportation, health care, and a smart phone 
plan, plus taxes). Costs vary by household composition and location. The average 
Household Survival Budget in Hawaiʻi for a single adult is just over $35,000 and the 
costs for a family of four (two adults, one infant, one preschooler) is more than 
$100,000. 

Poverty: Households earning below the Federal Poverty Level, which in Hawaiʻi 
equates to $15,630 for a single-person household and $31,920 for a four-person 
household. 

ALICE: Households with income needed to afford the Household Survival Budget. 
Households below the ALICE Threshold are unable to make ends meet and include 
both ALICE and poverty-level households. 



Key Findings 
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Percentage of ALICE Households by Ethnicity



Percentage by County







Key Findings 
Set 2





Key Findings



Debt Load



Covering Expenses in Crisis



Covering Expenses in Crisis



Coping with 
Debt: 
Financial 
Health Pulse 
Data



Importance of Credit Score



Financial Assets 



Key Findings 
Set 3







Top Issues 
Faced by 
County 
Residents



CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
ALICE COHORT 2022-2024 PARTNERS

Financial Stability & 
Savings

Policy

Huliau: We are at a turning point. 

Partnerships

• Safety Net supports to navigate 
short-term setbacks

• More widespread and equitable 
access to financial services and 
credit. 

• Address unmanageable debt
• Asset building, savings, financial 

planning. 

• Discourage predatory 
lending

• Increase 
homeownership, 
stabilize housing, and 
prioritize local residents

• Health & wellness access
• Childcare
• Savings & Asset-building
• Safety net supports to 

mitigate benefit cliffs

• Establish robust education-to-
workforce pipeline

• Access to financial services and 
credit

• Financial planning and 
education 

• Mental health and stress 
management



CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
ALICE COHORT 2022-2024 PARTNERS

Financial Stability & Savings Safe & Affordable Housing + Financial Stability & Savings

Safe & Affordable Housing

2022-2024 ALICE Cohort



Mahalo nui loa for your support.

Visit auw.org/alice-initiative for the complete report 
and more information about the ALICE Initiative
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